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ACDA - R. WILLIAMSON (SUBS) 
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O 042244Z MAY 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 108619 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PARM, TECH, SF 

SUBJECT: KOEBERG NUCLEAR POWER STATION 

REF: (A) STATE 098043 (B) STATE 099278 

WE HAVE JUST BEEN INFORMED BY GE SOURCES THAT SMITH 
OF ESCOM ALLEGEDLY IS RUNNING INTO SOME DIFFICULTIES WITH 
HIS BOARD FOR HAVING GONE SO FAR IN SELECTING THE GE- 
SWISS-FRG CONSORTIUM FOR THE AWARD OF THE KOEBERG STATION. 
THE ESCOM BOARD IS REPORTEDLY MEETING TOMORROW, MAY 7, 

TO DISCUSS THIS ISSUE. SMITH REPORTEDLY WAS GRATIFIED TO 
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AS SET FORTH IN REFTEL A BUT BELIEVES THAT HIS HAND COULD 
BE STRENGTHENED GREATLY IF HE COULD RECEIVE OUR VIEWS IN 
WRITING. 

WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE TIME HAS YET ARRIVED FOR 
US TO PASS OVER A WRITTEN STATEMENT TO ESCOM OR THE SAG. 

HOWEVER, OPERATING WITHIN THE LIMITS OF THE INSTRUCTION.AS 
SET FORTH IN REFTEL B, THE AMBASSADOR, OR HIS DESIGNEE, 

IS AUTHORIZED TO REASSURE THE APPROPRIATE ESCOM OFFICIALS 
ORALLY THAT WE ARE PREPARED TO SUPPORT THE TIMELY COMPLE- 
TION OF THE KOEBERG STATION ONCE THE NRC LICENSE HAS BEEN 
ISSUED. SISCO 
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